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Paul’s Definition of Fellowship in Phil.1:5 
The Apostle Paul provides many lessons for the personal life of the believer and the corporate life of 
the congregation. In Philippians 1:5, Paul gives another clear picture of cooperation in the New 
Testament. “[I thank my God] for your fellowship (your sympathetic cooperation, contributions and 
partnership) in advancing the good news (the Gospel) from the first day [you heard it] until now” 
(AMP). 
 
The Amplified translation accurately identifies three parts of fellowship: 
1. Sympathetic Cooperation. Fellowship begins with the mental assent, the agreement, that the 

goals, theology and direction are consistent with scripture and personal convictions. This requires 
understanding what the Bible teaches about personal discipleship and church polity. It is a 
concern that “non-denominational” often means they have not done the thorough research to 
make a commitment to fellowship and membership. Mental agreement must be joined by the next 
two components.   

2. Contributions. Jesus confirmed that where your treasure is, there your heart will be also (Matt. 
6:21). No matter the income level, people find a way to underwrite, to pay for, what we consider 
important. Cooperative missions is required to reach Mobile County. The faithful tithe of each 
member to their church is essential for the church to have the resources needed to effectively 
reach the lost. The faithful tithe to missions of each church is needed for the MBA and 
Cooperative Program to effectively reach our Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and outermost parts of 
the planet. Our personal and church budgets must reflect a priority to impact eternity at least as 
much as we spend on our comfort and conveniences. Agreeing and giving is joined by a third 
component of fellowship.  

3. Partnership. We also need to participate. The stewardship of our time is essential for effective 
discipleship. It is essential that we invest our time so eternal matters at least equal the time we 
spend in entertainment. This time investment includes those who make a difference through our 
committees and those who volunteer to work reaching seafarers or campers or the lost.  

 
Fellowship to Fulfill the Approved Future Focus Committee Recommendation 
Here is another link to the approved recommendation from the Future Focus Committee. It was 
remarkable to experience at the annual session the unity that was evident as our people 
overwhelming approved the recommendation.  
 
The recommendation shows it is necessary to sell and combine our aging International Ministries 
building and MBA office building. The committee has preliminary designs for streamlined and efficient 
use of the combined facilities in a new, central location. The design decreases facility size and costs 
by 4,501 sq. ft. The design increases meeting space, office space, work space, volunteer housing and 
Disaster Relief capability.   
 
It was approved with clear understanding it is impossible without the Lord’s intervention. It will require 
the active fellowship of cooperative-minded, missions-oriented people and congregations. The 
minimum needed facility cost, currently at $1.4 million dollars, exceeds the possible $1.1 million dollars 
we might receive from the sale of the two facilities.  
 
We will need the donation of at least 3.5 buildable acres in a location accessible to our churches and 
centrally located for effective seafarer ministry. This means quick access to I-65 or I-10. We recognize 
this is considered prime location requiring fervent prayer and generous donor(s). We will need the 
donation of materials, furnishings, labor and money. It is definitely a God-sized challenge that has 
been accepted through careful research and stewardship considerations. 
 
We have the mental assent that this needs to be done. Now we need the contributions and 
participation. Please contact Dr. Roy Stebbins if you are willing to help raise funds or secure the 
needed property, or volunteer to help with designing, building and landscaping the new facility.  
 



Farewell to Local Fellowship with Buddy and Melanie Brents 
We are saddened to hear of Buddy and Melanie’s call to Houston, Texas this coming spring. Each of 
his ministry responsibilities are stronger and more effective than when he arrived four years ago. He 
has been an exceptional staff member, partner and friend in reaching the nations. He has been 
integrally involved with the Future Focus Committee with identifying the need to sell and shaping the 
new facility. He has brought the new church, Hope of the Nations, to being able to call Alan Andrews 
as pastor. The International Language School is likewise effectively reaching Internationals living in 
Mobile County.  
 
Please be in prayer as the Personnel Committee (Chair, Tom Boone), the International Ministries 
Committee (Chair, James Mercer) and Finance Committee (Chair Scott Griffith) begin the challenge of 
replacing this essential position.  
 
Fellowship in Funding the International Ministries Position 
As you recall NAMB stopped funding Buddy’s church planting position at the same time they stopped 
funding Chuck’s position. Our state partners agreed to fund Buddy as long as he was here in order to 
honor the commitment Buddy made when he was called here. That $29,880 subsidy now stops.  
 
The MBA budget cannot absorb this extra cost in addition to our progress toward absorbing Chuck’s 
$21,000 subsidy. So our options are limited. We will need to enlist part time and volunteer leaders for 
the Seafarers Center, Language School and Ethnic church planting. Please see the other options 
noted below in my finance report.  
 
Fellowship in Sub-Sahara Africa 
Our team of Mobile and other Alabama Baptists had a hot, hazardous and productive mission trip to 
Sub-Sahara Africa. The heat, sand and oppressive religious culture made work challenging. The 
workers and students were very grateful for the 15 cases of resources we brought, the training we 
were able to provide and the evangelizing we carefully were able to do. There are some pictures on 
my Facebook page. 
 
Please continue to challenge your church to send one more than ever before to be involved in local, 
state, national and international missions opportunities.  
 
Fellowship Promoting and Taking Classes at MBA (LEAD) Bible Training Center 
Gerald and Brenda Burch have successfully led the MBA to start an MBA (LEAD) Bible training center. 
The curriculum is practical, biblical training for Sunday School teachers, Deacons, Elders and 
ministers. We have many faithful teachers who do not have sufficient biblical understanding to respond 
to our increasingly secular culture. This training is useful and important for all teachers and leaders.  It 
is called LEAD (Leadership Equipping And Development) and the accreditation comes through Golden 
Gate Baptist Theological Seminary. 
 
Fellowship at the Annual Missions Celebration 
Pastor Charles Gibbs and West Mobile Baptist Church were wonderful hosts to our 159th annual 
session. We had good attendance, interesting displays, a marvelous dinner and challenging 
information and inspiration from our ministry leaders and guest speaker Dr. Ted Traylor. Next year the 
Annual Missions Celebration will be October 8, 2015 at Airport Boulevard Baptist Church. In 2016 we 
will be hosted by Woodridge Baptist Church. The ministry reports are linked here.  
 
Fellowship with New Pastors and Churches Seeking Pastors 
Welcome Rev. Lonnie “Billy” McQurter as bi-vocational pastor of Cedar Creek Baptist Church. Please 
pray for the churches seeking a pastor and please let us know when their statuses change: FBC 
Bayou La Batre, Dauphin Way, Turnerville, Spice Pond, Manor and Navco.  
 
Fellowship through Sharing our Online Information 



Updates to events, meetings, missions opportunities and trainings are kept on the MBA web page and 
Facebook page. Please encourage your people to “Like us” at 
www.facebook.com/mobilebaptistassociation.  
 
Fellowship through Contributions 
The Annual Session report included our clear audit report from the Smith, Duke and Buckalew 
accounting firm. You can have confidence in the financial work of your MBA staff and Finance 
committee. The 2015 Budget was approved.  
 
The Budget and Finance Committee set a goal of $20,000 for the Impact Mobile Offering. The offering 
posters, brochure and envelops can be customized for whatever month in the year that fits best in your 
church calendar. Please help us reach this goal. Proceeds go into the MBA budget and will offset the 
$17,000 dollar increase in insurance premiums. It also will offset the subsidy decrease from NAMB for 
the Church Development Director position’s salary.  
 
Some churches have suggested combining the Annie Armstrong Offering with the Impact Mobile 
Offering in response to NAMB changes in funding missions in the South. The Great Commission 
Resurgence information suggested churches in the South support locally what formerly was supported 
through NAMB cooperative underwriting. This is increasingly important as we struggle to recuperate 
the subsidies for Buddy’s and Chuck’s positions.  
 
Fourth quarter financial reports show we have sufficient income to meet year-to-date expenses in each 
ministry area: MBA office, International Ministries, International Language School, Church 
Development and Camp Whispering Pines.  
 
Fellowship through a Missions Tithe  
Last year, 78 MBA churches (out of 118) completed an Annual Church Profile/Church Letter (ACP).   
Those 78 churches reported a total income of $42,900,991.  
Their total giving to Cooperative Program (CP) was $2,086,023 (which is 5%).  
Those 78 churches gave $368,030 to the MBA (which is 1.16%). 
 
The SBC has long recommended that churches give a cooperative missions tithe of 7 percent to CP 
and 3 percent to the local association. Recent adaptations have recognized some churches wish to 
give 2% to additional missions options, 5% to CP and 3% to the Association.  
 
Please present this giving formula to the church Finance Committee for consideration. Following this 
giving formula will allow the MBA to meet staff, facility and new work needs with an income double our 
current budget.  
 
Please visit www.mobilebaptists.org for a copy of our 2014 Orientation and New Member Guide. It 
presents an overview of MBA ministries, staff, philosophy and strategy.  


